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REMARKS 

It is respectfully requested that the above amendments be entered pursuant to the 
provisions of 37 C.F.R. § 1.111; that this application be reconsidered in view of the above 
amendments and the following remarks; and that all of the claims remaining in this application 
be distinguished as novel and nonobvious over the presently cited art. 

Amendments 

Claim 1 has been amended to recite that the microcatheter is devoid of a balloon. 
Support for this amendment is found on T|f 48-52 in which the construction of a present invention 
catheter is described. ^ 52 discloses that the catheter described in Ift 48-51 is a completed 
catheter and no balloon, or similar structure, is described in ^f^ 48-5 1 . No new matter has been 
added by this amendment and Applicants respectfully request its entry. 

Interview Summary 

The Applicants first would like to thank the Examiner for taking the time to interview the 
case in person with the undersigned, Mr. Gerald Swiss, and Mr. Peter Nguyen on January 28, 
2008 at the Office. The scope of the prior art and possible amendments were discussed. In 
particular, the enclosed amendment was discussed. No resolution was reached regarding 
patentability. 

As discussed, Applicants are submitting an additional Information Disclosure Statement 
under separate cover. 
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Rejection under 35 U.S.C. $102(b') 
U.S. Pat. No. 6 J 86.978 

Claims 1-2 and 4-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. §102(b) as allegedly being anticipated 
by U.S. Pat. No. 6,186,978 (hereinafter "Samson"). The Applicants traverse this rejection on the 
ground that Samson does not disclose every element that is recited in the claims. 

As amended, Claim 1 recites, inter alia, a catheter comprising a single lumen and that the 
catheter is devoid of a balloon. By comparison, the catheter of Samson is disclosed to have an 
expandable membrane that may be a plastic (or compliant) balloon. (Samson, Col. 4, lines 34- 
36). The catheter of Samson is also disclosed to have an multiple lumens. (Samson, Col. 6, lines 
50-64). Thus, Samson does not teach every limitation that is claimed by the Applicants. 

In view of the claim amendments and arguments above, the Applicants respectftiUy 
submit that Claims 1-2 and 4-13 are novel under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) over Samson. 

The Examiner is invited to contact the undersigned by telephone if it is felt that a 
telephone interview would advance the prosecution of the present application. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional fees which may be 
required regarding this application under 37 C.F.R. §§ 1,16-1,17, or credit any overpayment, to 
Deposit Account No. 19-0741, Should no proper payment be enclosed herewith, as by a check or 
credit card payment form being in the wrong amount, unsigned, post-dated, otherwise improper or 
informal or even entirely missing, the Commissioner is authorized to charge the unpaid amount to 
Deposit Account No. 1 9-0741 . If any extensions of time are needed for timely acceptance of 
papers submitted herewith, Applicant hereby petitions for such extension under 37 C.F.R. §1.136 
and authorizes payment of any such extensions fees to Deposit Account No. 19-0741 . 
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Respectfully submitted, 



Date. 



4eh. I 2oOl 



By. 



FOLEY & LARDNER LLP 
Customer Number: 38706 
Telephone: (650)251-1103 
Facsimile: (650) 856-3710 



Loma L. Tanner 
Attorney for Applicants 
Registration No. 50,782 
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